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ferred to the ban on Mr. Mausani's entry into the   Punjab and the   security proceed-
ings launched against Mr. P. Venkateswarlu of Bezwada.

In conclusion, he made few suggestions with a view to strengthening the Socialist
party. He urged the establishment of workers1 and Peasants' Unions, of study
circles, etc.

The Presidential Address

Mr. Meherally then delivered his address.

At the outset, Mr, Meherally declared that the acceptance of offices, even for
the wrecking of the Constitution, was highly undesirable. "The hunting of illusive
paper majorities must inevitably lead to unholy alliances, to a watering down of
policies and actions of the Congress with a consequent revulsion of popular feeling
against it."

He then explained the Congress Socialist Party's agrarian programme. Describing
the present plight of the peasantry, Mr. Meherally said among the leading countries
of the world, India had the highest percentage of people dependent on agriculture
and the lowest percentage of those employed in industries, transport aud trade.
This had not always been so. Scarcely half a century ago countries like France
and Germany had more people dependent on agriculture than India. In the West,
however, rapid industrialisation had reduced the pressure on land. In India exactly
the opposite had been the case. One hundred and fifty years of British rule had
resulted in the ruin of Indian trade and industries and had thrown a larger and larger
proportion of the population on the soil. During the last half a century the situa-
tion had particularly grown acute. In 1881 the percentage of population depending
on land was 58. In 1901 it had risen to 61.06 per cent, in 1901 to 66.5 per cent,
in 1921 to 71.6 per cent and in 1931 to 73.9 per cent.

One of the most disquieting features, Mr. Meherally continued, had been a great
increase in the number of landless labourers. In 1842, Sir Thomas Munro was
able to report that there was scarcely any peasant in India who was without land-
Thirty years later in the census of 1872, it was discovered that there was no less
than 75 lakhs of peasants who were without land. In another half a century the
census figures revealed that 291 out of every 1,000 peasants were compelled to work
as labourers, most having no land of their own. The next census in 1931 showed
that this number had increased to 407 out of every 1000, an increase of 40 per cent
during the decade.

Referring to the zamindari system, he said zamindars in India were a creation
of the British. In the time of the Moghuls there were just revenue contractors. It
was not till the time of Lord Cornwallis that the zamindar was recognised as an
absolute proprietor of the soil Cornwallis specially created the zamindari class with
the clearest intention of creating a body of middlemen, a group of people whose
interests could be so inseparably bound with those of their foreign task-masters as
to ensure continuous loyalty, this master stroke had only succeeded too well and
the Indian zamindar to-day along with the Native Prince belonged to the most
reactionary strata of the population. In the last elections to the Central Legislative
Assembly, in all the landlord's provinces, the zamindars put up candidates against
the Congress and did everything they could to see that the Congress candidate was
defeated. The latest instance of their reactionary nature was furnished by the
circular issued by the U. P. Court of "Wards.

The liquidation of the debts of the ryots and the reform of the iand revenue
system were the other Important items in the programme. During the last few
years o-f depression, though, the cultivator's income had fallen disastrously, the^and
rsmnie eontLrmed at very much the same figure as in the pre-crisis years, with a
few grading remissions here and there. In manv places it had been established
1&a& ifee peasant did not make enough out of the land after deducting the expenses
of .cfsltlvaiion even to pay the land revenue. Hence the insistence of the Congress
list Party* that the present land revenue system, which apart from being
e: was one of the, if not the most, important clauses of debt, should ^fee
and replaced by a graduated income -tax on agricultural incomes exceeding
a year. It was not at all unfair to ask for this as the income-tax limit in
ise isxta areas was Es, 2,000.

After tracing tie growth of rnral indebtedness, the peasant revolts   in   the   past
were invariably directed against the money-lenders, the relief  measures   tried
? *ke P*0^aces a*"* States of Ind,ia, he   asserted   that   the   situation
intolerable,   !The remedy was eqimlly clear.   It   was   the abolition  of

